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Editor’s Welcome
Dear Reader,
Welcome to the Spring edition of Our Golden Years. Our Golden Years is a newsletter produced by the
Ethnic Communities’ Council of Victoria (ECCV) for multicultural seniors and seniors clubs.
In this edition of Our Golden Years, we are happy to promote the Victorian Seniors Festival. The Festival
is organised by the Victorian Department of Health and Human Services and aims to involve seniors in a
range of fun activities.
Also in this edition we promote ECCV’s new Multicultural Aged Care Directory. Accompanying this newsletter
is an application form explaining how to register your club or association in the Directory.
Further, in this newsletter there is information about changes to Victorian laws on powers of attorney.
Finally, we inform you that there are important changes to annual reporting for all incorporated associations.
From now on, all incorporated associations need to submit their annual reports online.
Please contact ECCV Policy Officer, Sylvia Daravong, on telephone at 9349 4122 or via
email at sdaravong@eccv.org.au before 30 September if you would like to organise
an information session about these changes. Alternatively, direct your enquiry to
Consumer Affairs Victoria on telephone at 1300 55 81 81.
I hope you find this 2015 Spring edition useful.
Dr Mathias Stevenson (PhD)
Our Golden Years Editor
Email: mstevenson@eccv.org.au
Phone: 03 9349 4122

Start Planning Your 2015 Victorian Seniors Festival
The Victorian Seniors Festival program is now available from local councils, neighbourhood houses,
all Coles supermarkets, and online at www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au.
The festival is organised by the Victorian Department of Health & Human Services to encourage seniors
to participate in and enjoy a wide range of more than 1,300 activities, generally free or low-cost.
Set to the theme of ‘Celebrating Communities’, this year’s festival will be one of the most exciting yet.
It features many social, cultural, body and soul activities that older Victorians enjoy or are keen to try
for the first time.
The Victorian Seniors Festival opens officially at Celebration Day at Federation Square on Sunday 4 October
10.30am- 4.00pm. Enjoy some great entertainment, food and fun, brought to you by Royal Freemasons.
Drop by the Festival Hub at Melbourne Town Hall for the five free lunchtime concert series between
Monday 5 and Friday 9 October. The Hub also features a free health check at the RDNS (Royal District
Nursing Service) Healthy Pit Stop. You can meander around and explore one of the stunning photographic
exhibitions on show.

Members of Whitehorse Life Activities Club
at last Year’s Victorian Seniors Festival
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Register on the ECCV
Multicultural Aged Care Services Directory
The ECCV Multicultural Aged Care Services Directory (MACSD) provides an online platform for ethnic and
multicultural organisations, seniors groups, and senior citizens’ clubs to promote and advertise their services.
Seniors groups and senior citizens’ clubs can either register an online user account on MACSD and create a
profile about their club, or fill out the application form attached to this newsletter and post it back to us in
the postage paid envelope.
Please visit www.macsd.org.au to register and create a new account.
If you need assistance to register, please contact the ECCV MACSD team.
Postal address: 150 Palmerston Street, Carlton Vic 3053
Telephone: (03) 9349 4122
Email address: directory@eccv.org.au

ECCV Multicultural Aged Care Services Directory Homepage
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Victorian Laws on Powers of Attorney are Changing
Powers of attorney (POAs) are legal documents that enable you to choose someone to make decisions for you.
They are designed to give you choice and control over how your affairs are handled.
Changes to the Victorian laws relating to powers of attorney came into effect on 1 September 2015
with the commencement of the Powers of Attorney Act 2014 (the Act).
The purposes of the Act are to:
1. clarify and consolidate Victoria’s enduring powers of attorney laws;
2. create the role of supportive attorney; and
3. improve the protections against abuse of enduring powers of attorney.
Powers of attorney made before 1 September 2015 remain valid. The reforms do not affect enduring
powers of attorney (medical treatment).
The Department of Justice and Regulation in partnership with SBS will be broadcasting information
about Victoria’s new Powers of Attorney laws by radio in 11 community languages in the second half
of September 2015.
For more information about powers of attorney in Victoria contact the Office of the Public Advocate
on telephone 1300 309 337 or look on their website: www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au

Powers of Attorney enable you to
choose someone to make decisions for you
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