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What we wanted to achieve  

 

• Intercultural connections 

 

• Expression of multiculturalism in Bendigo, 

i.e., Bendigo is multicultural,  in a way that 

was accessible to hole community  

 

• Foster = empathy, sense of belonging, 

appreciation of diversity 

 

 

 

 



The project  

• Funded by OMAC and the City of Greater Bendigo  

 

• Participatory arts project that brought youth  together 

with people from culturally diverse backgrounds to 

explore belonging and culture. 

 

• Multi-site projection walking tour integrated into the 

Bendigo Festival of Cultures  

 



Partnerships  

• Loddon Campaspe Multicultural Services 

• Schools x 5  

 

• La Trobe University  

• Local businesses  

• Goldfields Library  

• Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation.  

 

= estimated $25 000 in in kind and volunteer  



The process  

 

Promotion  
Information / 

training  
Development 

of Art  

Technical 
preparation 

and 
exhibition  





 

 

Online discussions –  

Closed facebook page 

 



Transforming public spaces  



Set up / volunteers 





Outcomes 
• Police estimated 430 - 500 people attended. 

 

• Catalogue 

 

• Artistic development 

 

• Brought another audience to the festival  

 

• Redefined the space 

 

• Collaborations fostered  

 

• Art proved an effective means of fostering relationships, cross 

cultural connections made not reliant on language skills.   

 

 



The feedback 

“The Enlighten project was a wonderful opportunity for our students to shine in 

their own way. The project gave a rich topic that challenged thought and 

creative processes. With such a strong presence of artists and mentors, the 

students artworks were pushed to new levels.”  

Peter Hughes - Catholic College Bendigo Art Teacher 

 

 

“This was a great time to meet new people who have different talents, learn 

new things at the workshop and reflect multicultural values through Arts. What 

an amazing opportunity for everyone as it fashioned many creative works from 

all who participated. This was a new way of experience, and we hope people in 

Bendigo had an enthusiastic night too as everyone here enjoyed well. Thank 

you to all for the opportunity and great collaborative work.” - Akhila Fernando & 

Malithi Taranga – Artists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Enlighten was a very unique experience Bendigo was very lucky to have! Meeting the 

lovely Edith and learning about her heritage from Mexico was an absolute blast. Getting 

to do her makeup in a traditional Mexican style was amazing too! I met so many lovely 

people through this project, I'm sure it will get better and better throughout the years if it 

is continued, the end result seeing all our hard work projected over Bendigo was an 

amazing sight!” Gracie Taylor (Participant) 

 

“I am extremely proud to have been a part of the Enlighten project. I met so many 

wonderful creative people and have made some great new connections, which is very 

important to me (and my future) as a young artist in Bendigo. I got to meet and work with 

South Sudanese couple Galou and Grace, and I learnt a lot about their lives as well as 

hearing their stories. When you hear a person's story you gain an understanding of who 

they are and what they have been through to get to where they are now. I believe that 

this understanding is the key to acceptance of all people, no matter where they come 

from. To share these stories with one another, that was the purpose of the Enlighten 

project, and I believe that we achieved what we set out to do. I can't wait for the 

opportunity to do it all again, even better.” Daniel Marks (Participant) 

 

 

“The enlighten project was such a great experience. It reminded me of how many 

cultures are actually present in Bendigo. I'm grateful to have been a part of a project 

which enlightened the community of Bendigo on the diversity we have. To see different 

places of Bendigo lit up with art celebrating diversity was a wonderful thing to see, and 

I'm proud to say I was a part of it.” Danika Hill (Participant) 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/danika.hill.5


 

“As a secondary school Weeroona College Bendigo greatly benefited from the 

chance to participate in the Enlighten Project. It meant that a group of our 

 Yr 8 Karen students were able to perform a hip hop dance that they had been 

working on and perform it for another audience. As some of the students are 

still learning to communicate using English it was a excellent opportunity for 

them to express themselves through dance.  

 

We also had some of our Yr 8 students create pasteup designs around the 

theme of multi-culturalism. It lead to stimulating discussion about the Bendigo 

community and resulted in a better understanding of the benefits of multiple 

cultures in a rural town. t also gave students a chance to share positive 

experiences they had had with cultures that they had connected with and 

enjoyed.  

The Enlighten event night gathered a large crowd that was bubbling with 

excitement. The welcome to country and smoking ceremony was very moving. 

It was great to see students from Weeroona College involved in the projections 

as well as creating music that was used on the night. There were so many 

members of the community present that gathered to go on the walk: A really 

diverse mix of ages and backgrounds. The walk through the laneways was 

thought-provoking and professionally organised. It would be fantastic to see 

another Enlighten event next year.”  - Chloe Neath - Weeroona College 

Teacher 

 

 

 


